							
   ALDBURY PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Held in Aldbury Memorial Hall
Monday 1st December 2025 at 8pm

MINUTES

Present: Cllr Webb (Chair), Cllr Warren (Vice Chair), Cllr McCarthy, Cllr White, Cllr Paterson, Cllr Brooks, Cllr de la Bedoyere, Cllr Houghton

 In Attendance: Gosia Turczyn – Aldbury Parish Clerk and one member of the public. 

25/150		Apologies
To receive and accept apologies for absence. 
None received.

25/151 	Interests 
a) To receive declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda. Members declared interests in agenda item 25/155, “Aldbury Parish Council Grants”, as follows: Cllrs McCarthy and Warren in the application submitted by the Tring Station Residents Association (TSRA); Cllr de la Bedoyere in the application submitted by Aldbury Memorial Hall; and Cllr Houghton in the application submitted by Friends of Aldbury School (FOAS).In addition, Cllrs Paterson, de la Bedoyere, White and Brooks declared an interest in agenda item 25/157, “Allotment Water Supply Improvements”, as allotment tenants.
b) To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests.
None received.
c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate.
None granted. 

25/152	Public Matters
	To receive questions from members of the public and press on items included on this agenda (max 15 min). 
	None. 
		
25/153		Minutes
To confirm the Minutes of Aldbury Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd November 2025 as an accurate record of proceedings. 
Resolved, proposed by Cllr McCarthy and seconded by Cllr de la Bedoyere that the minutes are a true record of proceedings and were unanimously approved and signed by the Chair at the end of the meeting. 

25/154		Reports to the Council.
a) Warden’s report – appendix 1
To note the report and approve expenditure if required.
The Council noted that the hedges at the top of the allotments are overgrown and require cutting back. The Clerk will obtain quotes for consideration at the next meeting.
b) Clerk’s report; items for information only – appendix 2
· The Clerk asked the Council whether it would agree for the January agenda to be published on 23 December, due to the Clerk being on annual leave during the festive period. This was agreed.
· The Clerk reported receiving an email from a concerned resident regarding the welfare of the donkeys. The Clerk spoke with the owners, who confirmed that the donkeys receive a warm meal during the winter and have access to shelter with hay.
· The Council noted the changes to the LGPS employer contribution with effect from 1 April 2026.
c) Hertfordshire police – report from PCSO. 
No crime report was sent.

25/155		Aldbury Parish Council Grants – appendix 3
To consider and approve grants to Parish organisations and village halls committees. 

Under Section 137(4)(a) of the Local Government Act 1972 the maximum amount that APC can give in grants is £11.10 (2025/26 rate) x 723 which is the number of electors in the parish (as of 1st October 2025) = £8,025.30

The Council considered and approved a total of £2,154 for the following:
a) Resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb and second by Cllr Brooks to approve £500 to Baby and Toddler Group and £254 to Friends of Aldbury School in accordance with s137(4)(a) of the Local Government Act 1972.
b) Resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Brooks to approve £1,000 to Aldbury Memorial Hall and £400 to Tring Station Residents Association in accordance with s133 of the Local Government Act 1972.
c) The Council also resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Houghton, to approve a contribution of £600 towards the maintenance of the Churchyard as it relates to the maintenance of green spaces.
	
25/156     Planning Matters and Consultations – to consider comments on the following:

a) Application(s) received:

· 25/02748/ROC Variation of Conditions 2 (Approved Plan) and 3 (Materials) attached to planning permission 25/00526/FUL. Chimanimani Toms Hill Road Aldbury Tring - No comment

b) To consider and approve any Parish Council responses to any planning
applications received during the period after which the agenda was 
published. Those applications will be added in the Clerk’s report and can be found on www.aldburyparishcouncil.gov.uk in the Meetings tab. 

25/02781/FHA Domestic electric vehicle charging unit. 56 Stocks Road Aldbury Tring Hertfordshire HP23 5RU – No comment

c) Decision(s) issued by Dacorum Borough Council:

· 25/02238/FHA Odd Spring, Stocks Road, Aldbury, Tring, Hertfordshire, HP23 5RU Rear Extension to garage and conversion to habitable space. GRANTED
· 25/02411/FHA 6 Stocks Road, Aldbury, Tring, Hertfordshire, HP23 5RU Installation of 2 rooflights to rear slope of existing single storey rear projection. GRANTED

d)      Aldbury Common: Notice of proposal – appendix 4
Application submitted by the National Trust to the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) for consent to construct works on Aldbury Common under section 23 of the National Trust Act 1971. Any representations should be sent in writing on or before 5th December 2025 to The Planning Inspectorate.
This was noted by the Council, and it was agreed that no representation would be made.                

25/157        Allotment Water Supply Improvements – item requested by Cllr Paterson - appendix 5
To agree to proceed with the proposed consultation with allotment holders regarding the planned water supply improvement works.
Cllr Paterson explained to the Council the current water supply arrangements at the allotments and how these could be improved by installing additional water troughs, upgrading the existing troughs with new stopcocks, and improving overall access to the water supply. He had drafted survey questions to consult allotment tenants on the proposals, and the Council agreed the proposed questions, subject to minor amendments. Allotment tenants would be given four weeks to respond to the consultation, and this item would be added to the February agenda.

25/158	       The Greyhound Pub – Asset of Community Value application
Council to decide whether to submit an application to list The Greyhound Pub as an Asset of Community Value (ACV).
Cllr de la Bedoyere reported that, for a pub to be listed as an Asset of Community Value (ACV), the applicant must meet a defined set of criteria for the application to be successful. The Council felt that the Greyhound Pub would likely fulfil these criteria, based on the community activities currently taking place at the pub; however, it was agreed that the initiative should be led by the community rather than by the Parish Council itself. Cllr de la Bedoyere agreed to approach residents who would be interested in pursuing this project and will report back at the February meeting.

25/159	       Aldbury Parish 20 mph Scheme
a) To note that Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) has completed the feasibility study and preliminary design for the Aldbury 20mph zone.
It was noted that the Speed Management Board had approved the 20 mph scheme for Aldbury Parish and that no additional traffic calming measures would be required. The Chair thanked HCC Highways and County Cllr Symington for their assistance in achieving this initiative.
b) To approve HCC’s recommendations and agree to progress to the next stage of the project, comprising detailed design, a road safety audit, and informal consultation, at a cost of £11,000.
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr de la Bedoyere. It was noted that the APC would contribute £5,500 towards the above, with the remaining half to be covered by County Cllr Symington’s Highways Locality Budget.
c) To discuss and agree on additional traffic and speeding management measures at Tring Station, including approval of any required expenditure.
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Houghton to move the SID to a new location on Station Road at a cost of £750. Other measures being considered by Highways include the installation of double yellow lines, a roundabout to slow traffic near Baggers Lane, or a new pedestrian crossing.

25/160        Filming in Aldbury
a) To note that a fee of £12,125 has been received for the recent filming activity (including £125 donation from a resident).
This was noted.
b) To discuss any feedback received from residents and stakeholders regarding the recent filming.
The Council discussed the feedback received from shop owners, who expressed concerns about losing business because customers were unable to park outside the shop during filming. In addition, constructive feedback was received regarding the legal agreement that residents are asked to enter into with the filming company, particularly concerning arrangements for vehicle relocation and property decoration.
It was suggested that a list of requests be prepared to supplement the current filming agreement. This list would address the needs of the shop, including parking, signage indicating that the shop remains open, and ensuring that residents are not required to enter into lengthy or unreasonable contracts. 

25/161	      The Village Christmas tree
a) To note the receipt of a £300 donation from a resident towards the Christmas tree.
This was noted. 
b) To approve expenditure of up to £1,200 for materials and labour for the Christmas tree holder.
Resolved, proposed by Cllr White and seconded by Cllr de la Bedoyere, to retrospectively approve the above. The total cost, after the work was completed, was £950.
	      
25/162       Churchyard grass cutting 2026/27
To consider whether to add the grass cutting of the Churchyard to the annual parish mowing contract. 
This item was withdrawn. 

25/163	       Internal Controls – Governance, Policies and Procedures – appendix 6
a) To review and approve APC Data Audit Schedule.
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr McCarthy. 
b) To approve £200 for APC website audit.
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Warren and seconded by Cllr Houghton. 
c) To adopt IT policy.
Cllr de la Bedoyere suggested not sending attachments directly and instead providing them via a link to a document.
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Warren subject to minor amendments. 
d) To adopt Information and Data Protection policy. 
Resolved, proposed by Cllr de la Bedoyere and seconded by Cllr Houghton.
e) To adopt Privacy policy. 
Resolved, proposed by Cllr de la Bedoyere and seconded by Cllr Houghton. 

	
 25/164      Financial Matters and Budget 2026/27 – appendix 7
a) To review and note the accounts including bank reconciliation, bank statement and    monthly budget report.
The accounts were noted and agreed. The Council noted that the cashbook was reconciled to 27th November as bank statement was not yet available. 
b) To note receipt of income in November. 
The Council received the following income:
· [bookmark: _Hlk214970170]CCLA Investment – Interest £120.03
· Allotment rent total in November - £513.00
· Village Filming Fee - £12,000
· Donation from Aldbury resident (filming fee) – £125.00
c) To resolve that Cllr de la Bedoyere’s access on the Unity Trust Bank account mandate    be amended to provide administrator rights and authority to submit payments on behalf  of the council.
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Warren and seconded by Cllr Webb.

d) To resolve that £10,000 be transferred from the Unity Trust current account to the CCLA Public Sector Deposit Fund.
Resolved, proposed by Cllr de la Bedoyere and seconded by Cllr Warren and carried unanimously. 
e) To pass resolution to authorise schedule of payments circulated to Council. 
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Brooks to authorise the schedule of payments:

BACS/DD/SO presented for payment at the meeting on 1st December 2025:
	PAYEE
	DESCRIPTION
	AMOUNT

	M Turczyn (Clerk) Salary 
	Salary and HCC Pension contributions – November 
	
£1,492.18

	HMRC Cumbernauld
	Clerk’s PAYE November
	£166.05

	MW Agri Ltd (SO) 
	Grass cutting in the parish (paid on 25.11.2025)
	£572.80

	Npower (DD)
	Street light power (paid on 24.11.2025)
	£192.61

	Wicksteed Leisure Ltd
	Swing flat seat
	£72.07

	G.I Rogers &Son
	Village Christmas tree
	£456.00

	Steve Welling 
	Replacement of pedestrian gate Aldbury playground (paid on 14.11.2025)
	£490.00

	The National Allotment Society
	Membership renewal 
	£84.00

	Rialtas Business Solutions Ltd
	Rialtas Web 1 User accounting software
	£102.50

	M Turczyn
	Clerk’s mileage expenses
	£28.80




                                                           





















f) To discuss the 2026/27 budget.
Cllr Warren prepared the draft budget, including precept calculations, and shared it with members ahead of the meeting, requesting feedback on the proposal. He explained the rationale behind the figures included in the budget. The creation of reserves, such as sinking funds and earmarked reserves, is discretionary; therefore, the Council should consider whether to offset the loss of funding from Dacorum BC by using current reserves over the next few years. The second option would be to increase the precept to cover the loss of funding currently received from Dacorum BC or cut back on services currently provided by the Parish Council. 
The Council suggested that, in future, community and village hall grant applications should be considered by the Council in light of any revenue received from filming.

  25/165       Meeting close: 21:40


Next Parish Council meeting will be held on 5th January 2026 at 8 pm.
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